
STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

NOTICE TO ALL FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS
IMPORTANT — PLEASE READ

Effective October 1, 2000, your food stamp benefits were
increased. This is because the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) approved an increase in the coupon
allotments, the Standard Utility Allowance (SUA), and the
shelter deduction which are used in figuring your food
stamp benefits. The SUA was raised from $163.00 to
$170.00 and the shelter deduction was raised from
$275.00 to $300.00.

You will get a notice about these changes and any other
changes to your household status that make your food
stamp benefit different than it was before.

If you think we made a mistake in figuring your October food
stamps due to the new amounts for allotments and SUA you
may ask for a state hearing, within 90 days of when you
got this letter by writing to:

or you may call toll free: 1-800-952-5253. If you are deaf
and use TDD, call 1-800-952-8349. When you ask for a
state hearing, you must tell us why you think we made a
mistake. You can speak for yourself at the hearing or you
can have a friend, attorney, or other person speak for you,
but you must get these people to help you. You may ask for
free legal aid at a legal aid office in your area.


